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NRF Renews Call For Obama To Intervene In Port
Strike
NRF
WASHINGTON -- December 03, 2012 - The National Retail Federation today issued
the following statement from President and CEO Matthew Shay regarding the strike
that has shut down most terminals at the Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach. NRF
last week sent President Obama a letter asking that he intervene in the strike.
“As we enter Day 6 of the strike, NRF is renewing its call for President Obama to
intervene and end this work stoppage. The shutdown is already having a significant
negative economic impact on retailers trying to bring in merchandise for their final
push for holiday sales and will soon have an impact on consumers. The work
stoppage not only impacts retailers, but is also affecting their product vendors –
many of which are small businesses – and other industries like manufacturers and
agricultural exporters that rely on the ports. As the debate in Washington continues
to focus on the state of the American economy and relief for middle-class
consumers, a protracted strike will ultimately result in higher prices at the very time
we can least afford it. This strike is now at the national emergency stage impacting
industries far and wide. ‘Urging’ both sides toward a solution is not the answer. The
Obama Administration needs to show leadership and resolve to get the ports
operational again and prevent any further economic damage.”
As the world’s largest retail trade association and the voice of retail worldwide, NRF
represents retailers of all types and sizes, including chain restaurants and industry
partners, from the United States and more than 45 countries abroad. Retailers
operate more than 3.6 million U.S. establishments that support one in four U.S. jobs
– 42 million working Americans. Contributing $2.5 trillion to annual GDP, retail is a
daily barometer for the nation’s economy. NRF’s Retail Means Jobs campaign
emphasizes the economic importance of retail and encourages policymakers to
support a Jobs, Innovation and Consumer Value Agenda aimed at boosting economic
growth and job creation. www.nrf.com [1]
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