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In this June 7, 2011 photo is a mine vehicle, powered by a Harley motor, at the
Harley-Davidson Museum in Milwaukee. The cart, which was created by a mine
worker in northern California around 1926, is part of a new exhibit, "Collection X:
Weird, Wild Wonders of the Harley-Davidson Museum," which runs through Aug. 21.
(AP Photo/Carrie Antlfinger)

MILWAUKEE (AP) — A new exhibit at the Harley-Davidson Museum is proof the
Milwaukee motorcycle maker is about much more than its classic hogs.
An all-leather motorcycle made in Japan, rarely seen prototype bikes and a rocket
engine that powered drone missiles during the Vietnam War are just a few of the
items the company has dug out of its archive for "Collection X: Weird, Wild Wonders
of the Harley-Davidson Museum."
The museum's senior curator, Kristen Jones, said certain items were chosen to tell
particular stories when the museum opened nearly three years ago. But many got
left in storage, only to be glimpsed by museum goers on special behind-the-scenes
tours.
It's from those tours that curators got the idea to put together the new exhibit, said
Jim Fricke, curatorial director.
"You see the look on people's faces when you let them into the climate-controlled
storage area and we begin to pull out this treasure," he said. "So we decided to play
off the kind of mystery embodied in the kind of secret storehouse. That's where the
theme came from."
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In this June 7, 2011 photo is a liquid-cooled motocross bike at the Harley-Davidson
Museum in Milwaukee. The bike, from 1978 when the company considered getting
into that market, is part of a new exhibit, "Collection X: Weird, Wild Wonders of the
Harley-Davidson Museum," which runs through Aug. 21. (AP Photo/Carrie Antlfinger)

The exhibit, which runs through Aug. 21, includes a 1920s leather aviator's
facemask, a tiered "trophy cake" that displays racing trophies from the early 1900s
and handmade kidney belts that riders wore through the years.
"There are a lot of different chapters, and there are chapters that aren't as wellknown as others," said museum vice president Bill Davidson, the great-grandson of
Harley-Davidson Motor Co. co-founder William A. Davidson, describing the history of
the company where he's worked most of his life. He said just talking about the
exhibit gives him goose bumps.
The vehicles on display highlight a lesser-known side of the popular motorcycle
maker.
There's the all-leather motorcycle, a ¾-scale replica that it took 20 craftspeople
from a Japanese company specializing in leather products more than two years to
complete. There's the Rikuo model, the first motorcyclemanufactured in Japan,
which was made by a company that licensed the tooling and design of a Harley.
There's also a prototype of a liquid-cooled motor-cross bike from 1978 when the
company considered getting into that market, and "Project K," an experimental,
three-wheel vehicle from the mid-1980s that was a cross between a motorcycle and
a car powered by a Harley engine.
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Theresa Illingworth, 46, of Milwaukee, said she had only associated Harley-Davidson
with the loud rumble of their motorcycles — a sound that always annoyed her. She
came away from her first visit to the museum with a new appreciation for the
company.

In this June 7, 2011 photo, Harley-Davidson Museum curator Kristen Jones stands
with an aviator's mask at the Harley-Davidson Museum in Milwaukee. The mask,
used by motorcycle riders in the 1920s to protect them from the elements, is part of
a new exhibit, "Collection X: Weird, Wild Wonders of the Harley-Davidson Museum,"
which runs through Aug. 21. (AP Photo/Carrie Antlfinger)

She said the exhibit stayed true to its weird and wild billing, but "in a good way."
She was impressed with the Cyclone Motor-Sled, a 10-foot-long canvas-covered
spruce snowmobile that the Mead Co. sold as a kit for $38.50. Mead had
recommended using engines from Harley motorcycles during winter months when
their owners weren't using them.
"It was very interesting, very fun," Illingworth said.
Harley-Davidson has 500 vehicles in its archive, as well as 150,000 photos and
negatives, 7,000 pieces of clothing and accessories, and loads of marketing
literature, manuals, business documents and personal mementos like journals and
diaries.
The archive dates back to when the company started in 1903.
Davidson said walking through the exhibit brought back many memories.
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"It's very rewarding for me to see these and remember back when we were actually
testing them, riding them," he said of the vehicles on display. "Very exciting."
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